THE
NEWSLETIER

...Jt's Been a Busy Year! ., e racena
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In January 2001 we were moving our collec-
tions from storage into the recently restored
former Trinity Episcopal Church on School
Street. Again, we wish to thank the Town
Officials  and

away as England, Hawaii, Minnesota, Florida
and Virginia. Twenty members of other
Historical Societies made a visit in September
during the Fall Field Days sponsored by the

Milton voters for
their interest and
financial support
in preserving this
historic building
and providing a
home for the
Milton Historical
Museum. Being
located in the
Historic  District

and within walk-

the Elementary

School, this building is an excellent repository
for our collections. Older buildings offer both
beauty and a feeling which blends with its sur-
rounding environment.

Following three months of unpacking
and organizing, several displays - including
exhibits on doctors, schools, businesses and
events - were completed. About one hundred
twenty visitors attended the Grand Opening
on May 26%.

During the months of June through
November, the Museum was open every
Saturday and Sunday, 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. or by
appointment and was supervised by volunteers
from the Historical Society.

Over four hundred people have visited
the Museum during the past several months,
including four 4* Grade classes, several Cub
Scouts and their parents, and around one hun-
dred fifty people from out of the area, as far
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Joseph Marotti and Arleigh Fitts present the newly restored
ing distance of Clark etchings to Jane FitzGerald on September 5, 2001.

Its a “Full House” at the Museum Grand Opening
on May 28, 2001.

Vermont Historical Society.

The Milton Historical Museum was
given framed etchings of Joseph Clark and his
wife Lois, created by J.K. Smith of Milton in
1877. Joseph Clark, 83 years old at that time,
was a prominent businessman and an early
benefactor in Milton. These beautiful draw-
ings, along with their mats and frames, have
been cleaned and deacidified for proper dis-
play. We would like to publicly thank Joseph
J. Marotti Co., Inc. for their contribution in

Deborah Dolby demonstrates “Quilting the Olde-Fashioned
Way” at the Quilt Show on April 13, 2002.

restoring and conserving these artifacts for
future generations.

A General Survey project, funded in part
by the Vermont Museum & Gallery Alliance,
was conducted in
August. Following
the survey, the
Society received two
complete  reports,
consisting of a
Curatorial Report
and a Collection
Care Program.

We participated
in Vermont History
Expo 2001 at the
Tunbridge
Fairgrounds on June
234 & 24*. Plans
are being made for Expo 2002 on June 22-23,
2002. If you are interested in Vermont’s histo-
ry, mark this date on your calendar. About one
hundred local Societies, including ours, will
share their stories with exhibits and presenta-

tions. This is a great event with activities for all
ages.

On Sunday, December 10th, a Holiday
Open House was held at the Museum.
Everyone enjoyed a festive celebration with a
Christmas tree decorated with handmade
ornaments, holiday music, and refreshments.
Stan Henry shared his early homemade toy
display, and Lorinda Henry directed a work-
shop on making Victorian decorations.

Our First Annual Quilt Show, held on
April 13*, 2002, was a complete success. It fea-
tured a Fiber-Fabric Exhibit reviewing the mate-
rials, colors, fabrics and techniques used in quilt-
ing, as well as a display of old and new quilts.

The Annual 4th Grade History Contest,
this year focused on Milton’s changing land-
scape and the Lamoille River, was held in
April. The winners will be recognized at the
May meeting.

I would like to thank all the volunteers
who worked on the many projects and volun-
teered as guides at the Museum. This has been
a very exciting and memorable year!






The Flood of 1902 ., oren sunderson

his is a story about the flood of 1902

as told to me by Roa Granger Fresn
and Rosalie Granger Bullock who were
sisters, and daughters of Mr. and Mrs.
George Granger of West Milton and lived
in the house now lived in by Ronald
Morgan, who deals in antique guns, etc.

In 1902 this house was a farmhouse
occupied by George Granger and his
wife, daughters Roa and Rosalie - who
were probably under ten years of age -
and their four older brothers. One night
in March of that year, because of a thaw,
George went outside to have a look at the
river before retiring for the
night. He quickly returned
saying he didn’t like the nois-
es he was hearing upriver.
After a short time he again
went outside to have a look
but again returned saying the
ice was going out of the river,
the water was coming up fast,
and they had to get out of
there immediately.  Mrs.
Granger and the two girls got
ready and picked up what
they needed while George
and the older boys went to
harness a team of horses and
hitch them to a wagon big
enough for eight people.

By this time the water
was up to the road, and by
the time they got to the cov-
ered bridge (which was down
near where Gordon and Perry
Thom now live) and crossed
the river near the present
John Rowley farm, huge
chunks of ice driven by a
powerful current were crash-
ing into the wooden struc-
ture making deafening nois-
es. The horses refused to go
on the bridge, making it nec-
essary for George to whip
them until they did go on.
This would make animal
rights people cringe today,
but in those days the mode of

transportation was such that March
when it was a matter of life
and death the whip was used.

The noise of the chunks
of ice hitting the bridge was
like thunder mixed with gun-
fire, as they described it.

HISTORICALLY SPEAKING

One can imagine that the horses going at
top speed across that bridge - which
probably only took a minute or two -
must have seemed like an eternity to
those on the wagon. After reaching the
other side, they made their way to the
Herrick farm now lived on by Harold
and Beverly Littlefield. After getting
Mrs. Granger and the girls safely inside,
George and the older boys turned the
team around and went back to see how
things were going down at the river. To
their dismay, they found that over half
of the bridge had been swept away. It

.

was from that time until their deaths
that they realized what a close call they
had.

Later that night, probably due to the
trauma of the evening, Mrs. Granger gave
birth to their seventh child prematurely,
which died.
present, for even though there were tele-
phones then, the flooding must have
made it impossible for a doctor to get

Probably no doctor was

there. The Granger family stayed at the
Herrick farm for a few days until it was

possible to get back to their home, which
had been flooded.

i

2, 2002 marked the 100th anniversary of the flooding of West Milton and the end of covered bridges
spanning this portion of the Lamoille River. The two-lane bridge (bottom left), which was
day, was the third and last covered bridge to cross the river in this locale. It was replaced that same year by
the steel double truss bridge shown above (top). This bridge still stands, but it is not in use and face:
tain future. It was replaced in 1997 by a concrete bridge in nearly the same location. At bottom right is the
temporary bridge used in 1902 during construction.

ept away that

incer-

-Jerry Learn
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.. MiILTON
e HISTORICAL. - MEMBERSHIP FORM

S SOCIETY
Name
Address
Phone Date
I am interested in (check all that apply):
U Atctending monthly historical programs U Caring for Historical Museum collections
U Guiding visitors at the Historical Museum U Assisting with genealogical research
U Helping to restore Milton's cemeteries U  Community outreach/public relations/fundraising
1 Other

The Milton Historical Society meets the first Wednesday of each month at the Milton Historical Museum, at 7:30 p.m.
Categories of membership are: Individual - $5.00, Family - $7.50, Honorary (age 80 and over) - Free

Membership dues may be mailed to: Milton Historical Society, PO. Box 2, Milton, VT 05468

PROGRAMS

Here’s a sampling of last year’s pro-

Chris Abair gave a wonderfilly
animated and powerful
performance of his Grandfather
George Albert Leddys poems
Seprember 5, 2001.

grams that were enjoyed by many. If

you have any Historical Program
s

Langdon Smith of New Haven presents his program “Early People of the

Champlain Valley” on October 3, 2001. Since retiring from farming in the

early 19905, he has acquired a collection of twelve thousand artifacts,

including arrowheads and all types of tools, found mostly in Addison County.

topic ideas, we'd love to hear them!
Please contact Bill Kaigle at 893-
7387 or any Society member.

If you are interested in learning about Milton’s past and the major changes of the past fifty years, plan to visit the Milton Historical Museum.

Our NEW HOURS are:  April through October - Ist & 3rd weekend, 1:00 - 4:00 pm
Year-Round - By Appointment (call 893-2340)

We would also like to invite you to join the SocictlZ. If you appreciate what we are doing but are unable to become actively involved, we
would appreciate your financial and moral support. Please return the membership form above, noting your specific interests.
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