
Society Happenings 

Our Annual Holiday Open House, held on December 

8, 2024, was a huge success. We recognized the two 
Junior Historians who completed two Scavenger 

Hunts during the year.  Thank you to everybody who 

attended and supported us throughout the year. 

 

 

 

On April 12, 2025, we successfully hosted ñMaking Connectionsò at the Arrowhead 
Senior Center. Twenty Six of our neighboring organizations set up a display show-

casing their connection to Vermont history in our region. It was a wonderful oppor-

tunity to connect on a visual and physical level with our peers and built upon the 
relationship initiated with the April 2024 Roundtable, while engaging the public in 

our shared history. 

 

 

On May 7, 2025, the Milton Historical Society hosted this fasci-
nating Vermont Humanities Council presentation delving into the 
history of Vermont Sharpshooters of the Civil War. Historian 
Howard Coffin shared his recent research into this little-
recognized group, exploring reasons why Vermont may have been 
so well-represented in this elite band of marksmen, and the major 
role they played at Gettysburg, the great Union victory which 
changed the course of the Civil War. 
 

The Historical Museum is now open for the season. Come visit us  
to learn about our history and share your experiences of life in  
Milton. 

 

 

 
 On page 2 you will find the upcoming Events for 2025. These events are free and open to the public. Dona-
tions are greatly appreciated. 

Continued on page 2 
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June 
Vermontôs One-Room Schoolhouses 

Presented by Charlie Farrell, Milton Histori-
cal Society Board Member and author of the 
Facebook page ñVermont Schoolhouse Pro-
ject.ò This event on June 4, 2025 held at the 
Milton Grange from 6:30 - 8:00 PM, will 
give an in depth view of life in education in 
early Vermont. Refreshments available. 

 

On June 10, 11, & 12 Milton Elementary School 4th graders will visit 
the museum to explore the history of our town by participating in the 
Scavenger Hunt as well as a Historical Walk, narrated by  Bob Lom-
bard, where students learn about historical homes and businesses in the 
area. 

Scholarship award presentation at the museum. A Milton High School 
graduate will be presented with a $1,000.00 college scholarship. 

July 
Look for us in the July 4th parade and Miltonôs Farmerôs Market. 

August 
Aquatic Invasive Plant Species Hunting 

Sponsored by Bob Devino and Pauline Kehoe 
On location at the Sandbar Access Area, Eileen Fitzger-
ald from the Lake Champlain Committee will present a 
fascinating talk about invasive aquatic plants in the area. 
August 6, 2025 from 6:30 - 8:00. Rain date is August 13, 
2025. 

September 
A Surprising History of Garden Vegetables 

On September 3, 2025, from 6:30 - 8:00 at the Mil-
ton Grange, author Rebecca Rupp from the Vermont 
Humanities Council will present a program about 
gardens. Refreshments available. 

Milton High School students day of community service in honor of 
September 11, 2001. 

October 
Fall and Halloween Legends 

Folklorist and Champlain College Professor Dr. Kerry Noonan will 
present an exciting talk about this spooky holiday. October 1, 2025 
from 6:30-8:00 at the Milton Grange. Refreshments available. 

November 
Milton Pre-Christmas Craft Fair 

November 8, 2025 from 9:00 AM-4:00 PM at the Milton High School 

December 
Holiday Open House 

December 7, 2025 from 11:00 AMï 2:00 PM at the Milton Historical 
Museum 

Milton  

Historical Society  

Treasuring our heritage since 1978  
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òWho Was There Before and After Duffysó 
by Karl W. Duffy, Katherine òKateó Duffy Cadreact, Mary Ann Duffy Godin  

and Roberta òBertó Frohock 

 The story of Duffyôs Res-
taurant followed by Grace and 
Bobôs shines an open path of 
land that allows the town of Mil-
ton to move forward. It is a time 
between what has always been 
and a beginning of something 
new for Milton, Vermont. 

 Locally and generally, 
each one of us no matter where 
we are in life is interested in 
reading about who was here be-
fore, what was their story, and 
how did we get to here! History 
is important; it makes our town 
rich with stories of the men and 
women who gave us our deep 
heritage and in so doing, gives us 
the courage and strength to move 
forward. 

 The greatest generation is 
slipping away from us as we 
struggle to save the stories of a 
group of people who came home 
from World War II ready to re-
build their lives in one way or 
another shaped by morals, hard 
work, doing the right thing, get-
ting an education and bringing up 
a family. The nation was grate- 

ful and everyday people held on 
to the universal idea of what it 
meant to be an American at that 
time.  

 The Silent Generation, 
1928 to 1945, was different from 
the greatest generation in that 
they too were extremely grateful 
to all the men and women who 
came home from the war but most 
looked at life through a different 
set of eyes. Absolutely, they em-
braced many of the same values 
but most did not believe in 
fighting city hall or rocking the 
boat. This generation was silent 
about most everything but it was 
the generation that was deemed to 
be the happiest! With that in 
mind, this story is about everyday 
people from both generations who 
raised the baby boomers and who 
provided Milton, Vermont, with a 
deep heritage by living their lives 
with sacrifice, hard work, ac-
countability, and a sprinkling of  
happiness now and again. 

 Why were the 50ôs such a 
nostalgic time in the lives of 
many of the people alive back  

then who naturally felt a sense of 
security and enough happiness 
for at least tomorrow. Was it the 
zany and outlandish relationship 
of Alice and the Honeymooners, 
ñright to the Moon, Alice,ò or the 
drive-in theaters coupled with 
the innocence of just going out, 
or whether Matt would ever pro-
pose to Kitty at the Long Branch 
Saloon, or was it something 
more astounding like the wel-
coming atmosphere at DUFFYôS 
in Milton, Vermont? DUFFYôS 
marked a time and drew a crowd 
for those of us who were lucky 
enough to be there forming the 
bonds and attempting to find a 
deeper meaning in everything 
around us with a cold beer, great 
food, and good friends.  

 Life was good but despite 
the innocence and security of 
that span of time in the 1950s, 
everything was not all peaches 
and cream as we look back on it 
but the irony of it all was that we 
did not look back nor did we 
look ahead! People merely en-
joyed what life had to offer at the 
time and DUFFYôS was the 
place to be to dance around our 
successes, our frailties, and our 
heartaches. Times were simpler 
in the fifties. Therefore, the order 
of the day was to fill up your 
coffee cup, or perhaps something 
stronger over ice and kick back. 
Following World War II, people 
seemed ripe to enjoy life in a 
spirited way despite their trou-
bles. There was a sense of opti-
mism about the future and many 
believed deeply that tomorrow 
would be better! Some of us are 
still here today to attest to that 
time along with the friendships 
and good times that were made.  

Continued on page 4 
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Nothing like a little nostalgia to 
brighten up the future and make 
the heart grow fonder.  

 Milton, Vermont in the 
fifties (50ôs) was considered an 
agricultural community; it was a 
rural community with a popula-
tion of about 1,200 to 2,000 peo-
ple. IBM and the Interstate had 
not yet made its impact on Ver-
mont nor was Milton considered 
the bedroom town it grew to be. 
Milton was somewhat self-
sufficient for most of its needs 
apart from farmers leaving for a 
tractor part or two and families 
making a planned trip to Burling-
ton for necessary goods and holi-
day shopping. The trip was con-
sidered a challenge due to the 
roads or the car or some other 
problem. Most families gave a 
trip to the Queen City some 
thought before going. Mostly, 
before school started in the fall or 
during the December holidays 
and the Christmas season were 
also times that people decided the 
importance of making the trip to 
Burlington and Church Street 
was upon them.  

 In 1950, Karl and Vera 
Duffy purchased Kosy Korner 
Kabins from Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
Ploeser of Bright Waters, Long 
Island , New York.  There were 
nine cabins and a restaurant. 
There were living quarters above 
the restaurant and at least six 
acres with the property.  After 

some considerable 
modernizing and 
renovating the 
place, Karl and 
Vera and their 
children, Carolyn, 
Betty, Karl, and 
Larry, who were 
all living at home 
on opening day, 
moved in.  

 Karl 
Wheelock. Duffy, 
Sr. was a well-
known local in the 
town of Milton, 
having lived here 
for most of his 
life. In those days 
in small rural towns, everyone 
knew everyone by name and most 
everything about them. But what 
is the real story behind this man 
who so naturally created a place 
for all in town and beyond to en-
joy themselves?  

 Karl Wheelock Duffy was 
the fourth child born to John and 

Sadie Duffy on August 16, 1901. 

To put this in the context of its 
time, 1900 was the first graduat-

ing class of Milton High School 

with Anna McGrath standing 
alone on the stage as the only 

graduate. At the turn of the centu-

ry, the blacksmith business was 
starting to see its better days due 

to the popularity of the automo-

bile. This marked an economic 
change for the Duffy family who 

enjoyed a solid 

blacksmithing 
business in Frank-

lin County and be-

yond. His father, 
John Duffy, of 

Georgia, Vermont, 

decided to move 
his young family of 

five sons from the 

Irish Settlement in 
Georgia, Vermont 

to Milton,  

Vermont.  In 1917, John Duffy 
purchased a dairy farm that came 
to be known in Milton as the 
DUFFY Farm for next 100 years. 
Duffy Road was a good old-
fashioned neighborhood where 
berry picking, homemade pies 
and bread, holiday visits, country 
roads, potluck dinners, cows a-
crossing, and the party telephone 
lines a-humming! Huge maples 
lined the roadside, the brooks 
made their own chorus, and the 
north wind blew, oh how it blew. 
Changes were on the way!  

 By 1923, Karlôs parents, 
John and Sadie Duffy had passed 
away and left their five sons to 
figure out their young lives. Karl 
was 22 years old. The tears were 
shed and the souls were blessed 
and life moved on for these five 
Duffy sons. That being said, Karl 
W. Duffy was not sitting around 
the house twiddling his thumbs 
as life was unfolding before his 
eyes what with the cows a-
coming home from pasture every 
afternoon and the chickens were 
here and there a-laying eggs all 
over the place and the grain bill 
had to be paid!  

Continued on page 5 
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Times were tough but a young girl by the name of Vera 
Macia caught Karlôs eye in downtown Milton and they 
were soon married at St. Annôs Catholic Church. However, 
there was a farm to run, decisions to be made, and marriag-
es and babies were on the horizon! As life rolled by, Karl 
and his brother, Vern, became the new owners of the 
Duffy Farm, and they worked together for the next 18 
years on the farm before Karl decided to leave for greener 
pastures. It was 1943.  

 One of the most prolific families of those potato 
famine Irish immigrants who came to the Milton/Georgia 
area were the Duffys; in 1993, the Town of Milton hon-
ored the Duffy family by naming the road the Duffys all 
knew so well with the name of DUFFY. In 2017, the 
Duffy Farm, was sold and is now the Maquam Barn and 
Winery where special events take place looking out over 
the beautiful fields toward the Adirondacks!  

 There is much more to be said about Karl W. Duffy 
and his wife, Vera Macia, as they embarked on a new way 
of life heading into the 50ôs! Vermont was becoming a 
tourist destination for out-of-towners looking for a special 
vacation for their families and enjoying Vermontôs beauti-
ful lakes, small cottages in quaint Vermont villages, and 
many thinking Vermont was a summer retreat that was 
well within their financial reach. Roadside cabins sprung 
up everywhere with restaurants along favorite routes like 
Route 7! The purchase of Kosy Korner Kabins in 1950 
was a perfect plan as more and more middle-class Ameri-
cans owned an automobile and the blacksmith was falling 
out of favor.  

 Vermont was being billed as the ñbeckoning coun-
tryò and there were many returning customers enjoying all 
that Vermont had to offer. Vera and Karl Duffy were on 
the forefront of change offering up a place to eat, to sleep, 
and to gas up their cars just across the way. They were a 
forward-thinking couple with an eye on the future and how  

to get there which was just being the outstand-

ing individuals that they truly were.  

 A Vermont Farmer Back then, there 
were many times for various reasons that peo-

ple needed a doctor, a member of the clergy, a 

justice of the peace, or a plumber/electrician at 
least once a day, but three times a day, they 

needed a VERMONT farmer! That was the 

thinking in a rural community in Vermont. It 
was agriculture and it was all about the cows. 

This is what Karl Duffy brought to the tableð

eighteen years of operating a dairy farm as well 
as many other skills! Karl was a person who 

could adapt to performing well in many differ-

ent work environments. In addition to being a 
Vermont farmer, he was a postal worker, and a 

proven entrepreneur by operating an uptown 

drugstore with an old- fashioned soda fountain 
along with a jukebox! Absolutely, Karl was a 

well-rounded worker of his times. He was a 

strong man both in his physical appearance and 
in his character, extremely well mannered and 

very comfortable to be around. But best of all, a 

very humble man in spirit and he listened well! 
Karl, like his brothers, did not show the need to 

talk unless he had something important to say. 

He was a family man and a wonderful father 
and husband.  

 

Continued on page 6 
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Birds of a Feather Stick Togeth-
er Many events were starting to 
take place at DUFFYôS. The res-
taurant was one of the first places 
in town to have television sets 
which were supplied by Irving 
Sweeneyôs TV Shop on Railroad 
Street. Remember the great interest 
in boxing on Friday nights and the 
World Series Games and others on 
Sunday afternoons, and especially 
after Church for donuts and cof-
fee? At the time, life did not get 
any better than these activities at 
DUFFYôSðmilkshakes anyone?!!  

 VERA and Karl both had 
the notion to clearly connect with 
young people. The land behind the 
cabins was turned into a ball park 
by the local players and on game 
days, a sign was placed outside 
Branchôs Store with ñBaseball 
Game Today,ò for all to see. It was 
something to do in the evenings or 
the weekends and was well attend-
ed. To be sure, every teenage boy 
in Milton who played baseball at 
Milton High School enjoyed the 
get-togethers of gathering at 
DUFFYS in the 50ôs!  

Those hungry ball players proba-
bly meandered into the restaurant 
to see what was on menu or try 
out the special goodies always 
available at DUFFYôS. Another 
connection to the young took 
place after the home basketball 
games at Milton High School. 
The Island Bus carried about 30 
boys and girls to the games. An 
after-game treat was a stop at 
Duffyôs where the Island girls 
became temporary waitresses 
helping Vera with the serving in 
return for a free burger or two. 
The girls wanted back to the Is-
lands so they could finish their 
homework but the boys were 
more interested in having another 
French fry! A good time was had 
by all augmented by Veraôs out-
standing menu! Again, connect-
ing with young people has always 
been a positive.  

 Excellent Instincts Karl 
used many of his skills at 
DUFFYôS every day to keep the 
customers happy. He seemed to 
have excellent instincts for suc-
cess and came up with solutions 
to the daily problems around the 
restaurant. Some of his tasks were 
to keep the place in tip top shape 
which included the nine cabins, 
making sure the food supply was 
up and ready for the day or other-
wise a trip to Colodnyôs was on 
the agenda. Karl listened more 
than talked and was able to make 
the on-the spot decisions needed 
in any business. He listened to his 
inner voice thinking maybe no 
oneôs inner voice was louder than 
his own unless maybe VERAôS!! 
Now let us tell you about VERA 
Duffy who WAS the wind be-
neath his wings!  

 Beloved Resident VERA 
Duffy was a beloved resident of 
Milton, Vermont. Actually, she 
was a super star and as this story 
unfolds, all will understand why 
DUFFYôS was a happening place.  

 

It was the only ógig in townô for 
fine dining with seated cozy 
booths, the walls originally fin-
ished with the tongue and groove 
pine-beaded boards, a sit-down 
bar with a slight curve to it along 
with some delicious pies and 
goodies nearby for all to relish. 
Best of all, a big beautiful juke-
box stood proudly in the corner 
with chrome accents! The place 
definitely had an atmosphere of 
retro charm before retro was ret-
ro!!.  

 Many Strengths VERA 
had many strengthsðtwo of 
which come to mind are the 
strengths of the heart such as 
kindness, generosity, and a de-
sire to do things for the common 
good, and the strengths of her 
own will to make it happen such 
as courage, and the ability to 
ñget the job doneò through deter-
mination, perseverance, and co-
operation. VERA knew how to 
help people through her strength 
of cooperation because she was 
part of the team. She knew how 
to do things with people not for 
people. Just ask young Karl who 
was maybe in junior high or high 
school. His job for a while was 
to ñbutter the toastò for the 
breakfast crewðall 100 toasts! 
How he was doing it caught her 
eye as she scurried by and she 
quickly stopped in her tracks and 
said, ñThis is how we do things 
here!ò  

Continued on page 7 
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She took the time to demonstrate 
to young Karl how things were to 
be done even down to the toast 
but always with the spirit of co-
operation that the family was a 
big part of their success. Karl on-
ly had about 75 toasts left to but-
ter the way it was to be done! 
VERA drafted her daughters, 
Carolyn and Betty, to serve as the 
waitresses with the noon crew 
coupled with the cooperative 
spirit that everyone, including 
her, kept their eyes clear-eyed for 
the next task! When VERA was-
nôt looking, and if the jukebox 
was turned on, Carolyn and Betty 
tried to teach young Karl and 
brother, Larry, to dance. It wasnôt 
all work and no play! There were 
many good times had at 
DUFFYôS.  

 In and of the 
Community. VERA was 
all in! She never said 
ñNoò to any favor asked 
of her and there were 
many. She was ahead of 
the curve for sure. There 
was a group of business-
men in Milton that need-
ed a cup of coffee and 
some of VERAôs hot-
cross buns or donuts, and 
her steaming hot coffee 
about mid-morning. 
There was a large table in 
the back kitchen and very 
near the back door for a 
quick exit. VERA opened 
her doors in the morning 
to this group offering up free of 
charge goodies and the morning 
chit-chat started a-humming. She 
absolutely was ahead of the 
curveðshe was doing Dunkinô 
before Dunkin was dunking!  

 VERA would get the 
Call! Power outages sent many 
people into a panic. When the 
heavy storms blanketed the area 
and the linemen were climbing 
the poles, the lines of communi-
cation were all a-buzzinô!  

This was a rural community 
where agriculture and electricity 
were extremely important to allð
not just homes but farms. When 
this happened, Keith Lombard, a 
prominent member of the com-
munity, who worked for Central 
Vermont Public Service was in 
daily touch with the farmers, the 
Milton Creamery, Branchôs Store 
and Leonard Branch, Ryanôs 
Market and Phyllis Everest, Paul 
Wagner and crew for the electri-
cal, Kermit Bushey for plumbing 
of all sorts, and all the rest to re-
store power. VERA would get the 
callðthe linemen had been either 
working all day and could you do 
a meal or working all night and 
could you do a breakfast?  They 
would come in sometimes with 
ñice on the brow!ò  

She always had a bowl of apples 
on her counter of which she in-
sisted that each and everyone of 
them take or she would make 
them one of her special 
milkshakes. There cannot be 
enough good said about this out-
standing individual.  

 Buying Local. The 
Duffys believed in buying local 
whenever possible supporting 
local business every step of the 
way. They bought smoked hams 
and meats at Ryanôs Market, gro-
ceries and produce at Branchôs 
store, anything turkey at the 
Rowley Turkey Farm and fuel 
and oil at Russell Sweenyôs Oil 
Company. Taking care of busi-
ness was supporting local people 
and making good times when 
possible.  

VERA was Charitable. 
Karl loved all sports 
with baseball being his 
favorite. The Duffys 
had nine cabins and 
they were rented for $30 
a night for a single and 
$55 for a double. The 
last three cabins were 
singles. VERA was all 
in and was in touch with 
just about everyone in 
town and that included 
the clergy. Father Four-
nier, the priest at St. 
Annôs, wanted to take 
the altar boys to a Red 
Sox Game but how? 
VERA and Karl decided 

to save the rent from the last 
three cabins until they had 
enough money for the trip. Start-
ing about 3 oôclock in the after-
noon, the cabins began to fill up. 
The customers rolled in. Karl 
and Vera religiously (no pun in-
tended) put the rent from the last 
three cabins in a tumbler on their 
night stand every night. Yes, 
they saved enough through sacri-
fice with a greater good on the  

 

Continued on page 8 
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VERA never never said no! She 

pulled it together through the out-
standing qualities that this hu-

manitarian had to mobilize her 

help in the kitchen. These hungry 
men had nothing short of admira-

tion for a woman who cared about 

them and about their nutrition as 
well. A homestyle meal was 

served, and no one ever left hun-

gry!!  
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other side which was to take the 
boys to a Red Sox Game! It was 
a happy time. Young Karl served 
as an altar boy every morning, 
not just Sundays so one can im-
agine the praying that the day 
could not come soon enough for 
young Karl shown at the right!! 
VERA also fed Stan Folsom eve-
ry night of his time in Milton for 
$1 for anything on the menu and 
instructed other people to allow 
him his meal. Stan Folsom was a 
very popular basketball coach 
and a household name in Milton. 
Many people would have had 
something they would have 
wanted to talk with him about but 
VERA took care of him in that 
regard.  

 A Welcoming Place 
DUFFYôS was a welcoming 
place where all were treated fair-
ly. On Friday afternoons in early 
evening, a sizeable crowd would 
gather for conversation and liba-
tion. Many public figures or ñbig 
wigsò as they were called back in 
the day frequented the place. 
People like Lt. Alexander, from 
the Vermont State Police, Shel-
don Truax, the liquor Inspector, 
and Buzzy McLaughlin, Chit-
tenden County Sheriff for start-
ers. For locals, letôs start with 
Aldis Hewey, Jim Irish. Leonard 
Branch, L.J. Rowley, , Vern and 
Liz Duffy, Bob Duffy, Jim Man-
ley, John Rowley, Al Rowley, 
Keith Lombard, Russel Sweeney, 
and many others too numerous to 
mention were frequent visitors at 
DUFFYôS. It was also a place for 
events where everyday living 
could be held. Jane Manley, an-
other beloved resident of Milton 
and former President of our His-
torical Society for many years, 
held her ñSweet Sixteenò birth-
day party there! Numerous politi-
cal events and other meetings 
were also on the docket either 
highlighting a cause or conduct-
ing some business.  

Just What Was the Attraction? 

"Was it VERAôs cooking or the 
jukebox, or the television events 

on Sunday afternoons, or the peo-

ple who came or the baseball 
field, or .the only ógig in townô! 

One could never tell but it was a 

great place, a remarkable place, 
and a! place where the communi-

ty thrived. The year,1959, after 

their four children had graduated 
from Milton High School, was a 

turning point for the Duffy fami-

ly. And even though their roots 
run deep dating back to 1917 

when the father of Karl Duffy Sr. 

purchased the Duffy Farm, the 
family decided to leave for green-

er pastures and relocate in Bur-

lington, Vermont.  
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The restaurant was sold to Robert and Grace Frohock in 
1959. Luckily, their daughter, Roberta, (better known as 
Bert Frohock) still lives in town and she has a few memo-
ries she would like to share. Roberta was able to provide an 
authentic view of her parents and remembers the challenges 
as well as the good times they too had at this famous corner 
in Milton, Vermont. The new name for the restaurant be-
came GRACE and BOBôS as seen in the photo. 

 Grace Devino was born on September 3, 1914. She 
was born at home on what is now known as Devino Road 
in Milton, Vermont, to Elizabeth and William Devino. She 
was the last child of a family of six children. Sadie, Erwin, 
Rollin, Earl, Allyn, and Grace. Sadie died at a very young 
age and Grace was left with four brothers! Two of her 
brothers, Allyn and Earl, lived here in Milton and brought 
up their families here. They both were successful dairy 
farmers and outstanding members of our community. Allyn 
Devino donated land specifically for the purpose of a Sen-
ior Center. Allyn was known for his generous spirit as well 
as his foresight. His brother, Earl Devino, also stepped up 
to give back to his community by serving on the Milton 
Town School Board as well as operating a successful dairy 
farm.  

 

Continued on page 10 
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Grace was an amazing child who 
showed early signs of kindness, 
and caring along with an out-
going personality as well as be-
ing someone who was extremely 
capable. Robert Frohock was a 
young man from Alton, New 
Hampshire.  

 From their first days, they 
were a recipe for success and to-
gether were raising a family of 
six children: Earl, Elizabeth, 
Avis, Roberta, Sue, and young 
Robert. The family lived in Orle-
ans, Vermont, during their early 
years of marriage. Grace gained 
some valuable work experience 
while living in Orleans. Actually, 
there isnôt a mother in America 
who hasnôt built and expanded 
her skill sets from feeding and 
raising six children which turned 
out to work in her favor. She be-
came an excellent cook and a 
topnotch gardener as seen in the 
photo above. As luck would have 
it, Grace was informed that 
Duffyôs Restaurant in Milton, 
Vermont was for sale. Do you 
think her brothers, Allyn or Earl, 
may have told her?! It was a 
dream come true for Grace as she 
was ready to return to her be-
loved town of Milton. With her 
skills in her toolbox and six kids 
in tow, Grace and Bob set out for 
a new adventure.  

 In 1959, the family pur-
chased Duffyôs from Vera and 
Karl Duffy who owned it for ten 
years. The restaurant was known 
as GRACE and BOBôS and the 
Frohocks owned and operated the 
restaurant until 1970, about ten 
years also.  

 As stated above, Grace 
and Bob were a team for success. 
They too looked at each otherôs 
skill sets and moved in that direc-
tion. Bob was more of the busi-
ness manager which was paying 
all the bills, ordering the needed 
things for the operation, keeping  

the cabins ready to go on a mo-
mentôs notice, tending to the 
grounds and gardens. The 
Frohocks had a huge garden on 
the property behind the restaurant 
where produce and flowers were 
grown. Bob also served on the 
Milton School Board for the town 
of Milton. He was a busy man but 
not so busy that he did not recog-
nize who his number one custom-
er was because he came every day 
and that was our very own Johnny 
Beaugeois! In addition, the 
Frohocks provided a small-town 
carnival on the acreage behind the 
restaurant which provided sum-
mer activity for the families to 
enjoy and enjoy they did. It was a 
popular activity offered to the 
townspeople.  

 Grace and Bob lived up-
stairs until 1964; then Grace and 
Bob built themselves a home on 
Railroad Street. Roberta was in 
fourth grade when they moved 
into Milton and she attests to the 
hard work that both her parents 
did. The work day started at 6 
a.m. and ended around 10 p.m. 
Grace was the cook and drew up 
the menus, kept the kitchen a-
humming with homemade bread,  

fabulous pies, and donuts daily. 

Grace made sure that cloth table-
cloths were on every table in the 

place except where the family 

ate. Everyone knew what table 
that was because there was no 

tablecloth! Grace was responsi-

ble for the d®cor. Roberta started 
waitressing when she was eleven 

and helped out throughout her 

high school days. Both her par-
ents loved serving up the crowd 

that came after every basketball 

game in town. They were devot-
ed to that event. Once Roberta 

attended a game and proceeded 

to fall off the bleachers! Even 
when Roberta (better known as 

Bert) fell off the bleachers while 

watching the game, her injury 
was not enough to hold back on 

the excitement of the basketball 

team coming in for food after the 
game. The broken foot would 

have to wait until the team was 

served! She learned that night 
that the ñteam came first much to 

her chagrin!ò  
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 In this era of postwar eco-
nomic prosperity, the hope was 
that the backbone of the Vermont 
economy would increase as the 
concept of tourism became a 
household word for families. 
However, there was a belief at 
the time that Interstate 89 run-
ning through the state of Ver-
mont would become a sea change 
with traffic being averted to by-
pass the local communities com-
ing in from Canada and the sur-
rounding states. With that in 
mind, Grace and Bobôs, where a 
high volume of patronage had 
graced its tables now might face 
a very different set of circum-
stances where the local commu-
nities would be bypassed along 
with the customers. Being a risk 
taker instead of playing it safe 
was their choice and Grace and 
Bob decided to play it safe. Rob-
erta says her father made the 
right decision as she stated ñNo 
one ever kept the place going for 
as long as the Duffys or the 
Frohocks again.ò It was a great 
place, a remarkable place, and a 
place that fit into the heart of 
Milton at the time.  

 The doors closed in 1970. 
Grace passed away when she was 
72 years old. She was a member 
of St. Annôs Parishðher words 
to live by were to do what you 
can with what you have, to be 
kind, and enjoy life by being re-
silient, and to keep a sense of hu-
mor! In her later years, she be-
came a steady volunteer at the 
Arrowhead Senior Center and 
other places in Milton which 
speaks volumes about a person 
who showed early signs of kind-
ness, caring, and social gifts that 
she absolutely carried with her 
throughout her life.  

 The term ñhourglassò that 
has been talked about in Milton 
for the last few years is the area 
in Milton where the restaurant 
known as DUFFYôS and  

GRACE AND BOBôS was locat-
ed. It is this area that is being re-
designed into a better and safer 
intersection. It will be an im-
provement and a new beginning 
that comes with a rich history of 
what was there before. Progress is 
critical but our history makes our 
town rich with stories of the men 
and women who worked hard to 
give us our deep heritage.  

 Many of you who now 
live in Milton may not ever have 
known or heard about the Duffys 
or the Frohocks but the children 
of the names mentioned in this 
writeup or their children may be 
people that you interact with eve-
ry day. Vermont is unique in just 
that way because many times the 
personal connection is felt 
throughout the town or state. That 
is what makes Vermont so unique 
and a one-of its-kind place.  

 

 

 

 

History is Important 

 The Milton Historical 
Society believes deeply that his-

tory is important and that every-

one can make a difference in its 
collections, on-going events, and 

writeups that take place under its 

influence and control. Never 
farm out or give up a chance to 

be involved in the meaningful 

writings of your own life wheth-
er it be through interviews, writ-

ings, storytelling, or daily scrib-

bling in a journalðthere is 
something very valuable and real 

about this type of information 

because it offers a window into 
the very soul of a human being. 

 The preparation of this 

writeup, along with the research, 
personal interviews, and collec-

tion of information of facts and 

photos was secured by the will-
ingness of Karl W. Duffy, 

Katherine ñKateò Duffy Ca-

dreact, Mary Ann Duffy Godin 

and Roberta ñBertò Frohock. 

A big thank you to all along with 

an appreciation of gratitude for 

all your thoughts, recollections, 
and insights which are the back-

bone of this interesting story.  
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Have you noticed when search-

ing Google Maps in the area 
along Route 7 in Milton by the 

Post Office and the newly pro-

posed Town Green that it is la-
beled as Cozy Corner? Have you 

wondered where this name 

comes from? How long has it 
been there? What does it mean? 

Was it a name given to the area 

by residents at the time as a way-
finding marker to aide travelers 

to the area? Several hospitality 

businesses have been located 
there, such as Duffyôs Restaurant 

and Cabins, Grace and Bobôs, 

The House of Fine Foods, and 
others until the property was pur-

chased by the town for the new 

Town Green. The earliest map 
that we have found is a 1948 US 

Geological Survey map of Milton 

that identifies this area as Cozy 
Corner.  

Here is a little history of the area 

that will help us understand why 

the name is on maps. In July of 
1935 Ira Everest and Aldis Hew-

ey purchased 140 acres of farm-

land in the Plains. The Plains is 
the flat area of present-day Rail-

road Street, Rt 7, Middle Road, 
Bombardier Road, and such. It 

was referred to as the Plains due 

to its relatively flat area geogra-
phy compared to other areas of 

town. The area was farmed and 

Aldis Hewey was a cattle broker, 
among other business adventures. 

By May of 1937 Aldis Hewey 

advertised for sale a restaurant 
and filling station in the area of 

what is currently identified as the 

Hourglass. It is unclear when the  

Continued on page 13 
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restaurant and filling station were 

built. Was the restaurant, known 
as a beer parlor at the time, a pri-

vate residence? By June of 1937 

Ira Everest deeded to Aldis Hew-
ey a 40-acre parcel of land in this 

area. This area was known as the 

Corner at this time. Ever the en-
trepreneur, Aldis built 8 over-

night cabins near the Corner Res-

taurant. In December of 1937 Mr. 
& Mrs. Lewis Robillard of St Al-

bans purchased the Corner Res-

taurant and Kozy Korner Kabins 
and filling station from Aldis 

Hewey. It was a 5-acre plot from 

the 40 acres that was deeded to 
Aldis earlier in the year. This ap-

pears to be the first written refer-

ence to the areas name, although 
spelled with a ñKò rather than a 

ñCò. Maybe it was a marketing 

ploy.  

It appears that the area was quite 
popular and well known. Many 

events occurred at the restaurant 

and filling station. In May of 
1938 the Milton High School 

baseball team played on a base-

ball diamond behind the Kozy 
Korner Kabins. Somehow bar-

bershop equipment was listed for 

sale there as well. In March of 
1940, the owner, Lewis Robillard 

died and by July his widow sold 

the now Cozy Corner Restaurant 
to Ploeser and Chapman, Inc. of 

Skelter, Long Island, NY. They 

incorporated the property by sell-
ing 50 shares of stock at $100.00 

each. Are there any of these 

shares still floating around some-
place? 

Newspaper articles reference the 

many activities in the area. A 

softball double header of the St 
Albans League was played on the 

diamond in 1941. Jane Manley 

celebrated her 16th birthday in 
March 1945 at the restaurant.  

Charles Sanderson, owner of the 

Kozy Korner Garage was busy 
selling automobiles and hosting 

dances in December 1946. The 

area was also a haven for auto 
accidents of several Milton resi-

dents from the 1930ôs to the pre-

sent day. 

In May of 1950 Mr. and Mrs. 
Karl Duffy purchased the Cozy 

Corner Cabins from Mr. and Mrs. 

Alfred Ploeser. The Duffyôs suc-
cessfully ran the restaurant and 

cabins until November of 1959 

when they sold the property to 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Frohock. 

They operated it as Grace & 

Bobôs until March of 1969 when 
it was sold to the James family. 

They operated as The House of 

Fine Foods until February of 
1978 when it was purchased by  

Sotos Papaseraphim. Several var-

ying bars and restaurants operat-
ed in the building. At some point 

the cabins were removed. The 

restaurant property was sold to 
the Town in 2024 and will be-

come part of the Town Green and 

downtown redevelopment. 

The filling station as it was re-
ferred to was owned and operated 

by Charles Sanderson from the 

1940ôs to the 1960ôs. It was a 
garage and grocery store, a pre-

cursor to todays Quick Stops, 

with the difference that you could 
get your car repaired while you 

shopped for groceries. Burt Riley 

and Bob Lombard purchased the 
property and moved the Village 

Sport Shop to the Sanderson Gar-

age. It operated from 1973 to 
1980.  

Continued on page 14 



Historically speaking  мп 

Continued from page 13 

Milton resident, school teacher, 

and radio personality, Karlo 
Salminen could be seen mowing 

the grass in the intersection. The 

garage eventually became a 
dance studio and the building 

across the parking lot was a com-

puter and electronics store. This 
property was sold to the Town in 

2021, and the buildings were 

raised. 

Whether you spell it with a ñKò 
or a ñCò, Cozy Corner was and is 

an important piece of our history. 

The area is now planned as the 
center of town, with a park, busi-

nesses, and housing. Will this 

become our new ñHubò? Would-
nôt it be wonderful to associate 

the name on the map with the 

new use of the property. Cozy 
Corner Park or The Park at Cozy 

Corner would be most appropri-

ate. It will honor those who built 
the businesses and services for 

the past 88 years and live on for 

generations to come. 
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A  is for Arrowhead Mountain and Arrowhead 
Lake. The Milton Museum has an exhibit on Arrow-
head Lake and Mountain with a razor-sharp storyline 

that hits the mark. A can be also used for St Annôs, a 

beautiful Roman Catholic Church. 

B  is for the Businesses in Milton before the 1927 
Flood. A time when shopping outside of Milton was 

rare not the norm. This Exhibit at the Milton Museum 

is perfect for window shopping. 

C  is for Catamount Stadium, the popular Cata-
mount Exhibit where you can rack up travel points 

every time you visit. Even if you have to make a pit 

stop. 

D  is for the Dams on the Lamoille River that have 
kept the waters at bay for fun and play. Additionally, 

these dams have been integral in providing electricity 

to our town. Come to the museum and explore Mil-
tonôs Lake exhibit. 

E  is for the Episcopal Church, gone are the days of 
old when Frances Lafayette played keys of ivory, 

where sweet music rose like incense mixing with 
Elizabethan prayers of prose. Now the building is the 

home to Milton Historical Society and re-imagined 

Museum.  

F  is for the great Farming Exhibit at the Milton 
Museum. Youth will learn the basics of milking.   

G  is for the dedicated Guides who volunteer at the 
Milton Museum. The Guides enjoy meeting people 

plus learning and sharing Miltonôs stories. 

H  is for the Historical Society of Milton where our 
stories of change are held and shared.  

I  is for the Irons collection of flat-irons used to 

straighten wrinkles of old clothes. 

J  is for Jasper a mineral found in the area that 
was first used by Indigenous peoples. 

K  is for King George III who by royal decree and 
by proxy of Governor Wentworth, proclaimed the 

birth of the town of Milton on June 8th, 1763. 

L  is for the Limestone mined in Milton that was 
used in the making of our Interstate.  

M is for Milton, our town and community to which 

our museum is dedicated. 

N is for the Nudist Colony which was all about be-

ing natural. At the museum you can read about Ver-
montôs first official Sun-Bathing Club. Sorry folks, 

no photos were allowed. 

O is for Milton Organizations, past and present that 

have shaped Miltonôs story. Organizations were the 
theme of the 2024 Historical Calendar. 

P is for the Ponds of Milton. The Round and Long 

Ponds just to name a couple.  

Q is for the Questions that make up our Tales of 

Milton exhibit. The answers may surprise you and 
may lead to more questions.    

R is for the heavy Rains resulting in the 1927 

flood. In this powerful exhibit you will see how the 

ó27 Flood changed Milton and Vermont forever.      

 

 

Continued on page 16 

Miltonõs Historical Alphabet 
by Jim Ballard 



Presidentõs Message 
by Louis Mossey 
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S is for General George Stannard whose house has been deconstructed and stored for another day. Mean-

while, the Stannard Park is there for all to enjoy.   

T is for Trains and Transportation. Joseph Clark was instrumental in bringing the railroad through Milton. 

Through his business endeavors, Clark was able to put Milton on the map. 

U is for the United Church on Main Street formerly the Congregational Church. In 1932, the two churches 

made a covenant allowing for them to share their space and clergy. The Former Methodist Church on Main St 

is where the Masonôs and the Order of Eastern Star(s) convene. 

V  is for our Veterans, the brave Men and Women who have served in the military.  

W  is for the bodies of Water that are found in Milton. 

X  is for the number of Railroad X-ings in Milton. 

Y  is for the Youth of Milton who represent our future. They can become Youth Historians. 

Z  is for the effects of Zoning on the growth of Milton. 

Our annual membership drive has successfully at-

tracted new and returning members and sponsors, 
for which we are immensely grateful. If you have 

not yet joined as a member or sponsor, there is still 

ample time to do so. 

 We continue the task of historical artifact inventory 
to ensure their preservation for research and future 

exhibitions. Many new artifacts donated by commu-

nity members have been added. We welcome addi-
tional donations, particularly items specific to Mil-

ton. 

This spring, the 25-year-old handicap ramp was re-

placed.  The 1927 Flood Exhibit has been enhanced 
with a video featuring images of the flood in Milton, 

depicting the significant impact on the town's life-

style and landscape for many years. A video has al-
so been added to the Arrowhead Exhibit with pic-

tures, past and present, of our landmark mountain, 

river, dam, and lake. 

Continued on page 17 

As I reflect on my year as President of the Milton 

Historical Society, I am appreciative of the confi-
dence placed in me by the Board of Directors. Our 

dedicated team of volunteers plays a vital role in the 

successful operation of the organization. Their con-
tributions make possible our annual events, museum 

exhibits, and the free public access to the museum. 

From our founding members to the present group, 
the history of Milton continues to be preserved. 

The Milton Historical Society has experienced a 

proactive year. As evidenced by past and upcoming 

events, we remain committed to narrating the story 
of Milton. Annually, approximately 200 visitors at-

tend the museum to appreciate the exhibits. This 

figure excludes special group tours such as visits 
from Milton Elementary School 4th Graders, local 

daycare centers, and summer camps. 
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Numerous narratives have been 

shared with us and many more are 
awaiting revelation. The publication 

of the "Our Town" book revisits the 

story of Milton by former residents 
who were passionate about Milton's 

history. Additionally, various docu-

ments and stories encapsulate life in 
the town at specific times. We are 

currently compiling more accounts 

to publish a book reflecting on the 
past 50 years since the nation's bi-

centennial. Please share with us 

your experience living, working, 
and growing up in town. Pictures 

are always a wonderful addition to 

your stories. Contact us at our email 
address and we can set up a time to 

meet. 

 

Thank you for your continued sup-

port. 

came home with Typhoid Fever 

and died on August 30, 1863. He 
is listed on his parentôs stone in  

Marrs Hollow, however, he may 

buried somewhere else. 

A workday is schedule here on 
June 21, 2025 from 8:00 AM - 

12:00 PM. Lunch will be provid-

ed. We will be cleaning and re-
pairing headstones with the assis-

tance of The Vermont Old Ceme-

tery Association (VOCA). There 
will be some supplies available, 

but bring work gloves, plastic 

bristled brushes, plastic scraping 
tools, rakes, and shovels if you 

can. Please wear weather appro-

priate clothing. For more infor-
mation contact the Cemetery Su-

perintendent: pstaniels@gmail.co

m or Friends of Milton Cemeter-
ies James Ballard 802-893-7734. 

Hope to see you there.  

As we regroup and consider other 

possibilities, we will share the 
ideas that we are exploring, and 

we welcome public input. We 

have just placed the majority of 
our $59,000 funds raised into an 

investment account, so that it can 

(hopefully!) grow until needed. 

The committee continues to 
maintain Stannard Park at the 

town's southern gateway, original 

site of George Stannard's post-
Civil War farmstead, with a state 

roadside historic marker and in-

terpretive panels. We keep an eye 
on the park throughout the sea-

son, and we encourage you to 

visit it and other sites on the Ver-
mont in the Civil War Heritage 

Trail: 

www.vtcivilwarheritage.net. The 
Green Mountain State has an im-

portant Civil War story to tell. 

Thank you to several Milton 
High School student volunteers 

for sprucing up the Stannard Park 

last September with a fresh coat 
of paint on the surrounding fence 

during MHS' annual Day of Ser-

vice. 

On a related Civil War note, did 

you know that VT Route 15 is 

also named the ñGrand Army of 
the Republic (GAR) Highwayò? 

The GAR was the original Civil 

War Veterans group, and the pre-
decessor to the modern-day Sons 

of Union Veterans of the Civil 

War. On May 18, a GAR High-
way state roadside historic mark-

er was dedicated in Cambridge 

village, in a very nice ceremony 
with reenactors. 
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Friends of the Cemeteries 
by Jim Ballard 

Gen. Stannard House 
by Bill Kaigle 

Mars Hollow Cemetery is one of 

10 cemeteries owned and main-
tained by the Town of Milton. This 

lovely little cemetery is tucked 

away in a field at the end of Gard-
ner Road which is off of Middle 

Road. With 98 readable head-

stones, it is the final resting place 
of several of our Revolutionary 

War Veterans. Some of whom are 

Solomon Cooley, James Hyde, Sgt 
Elisha Allen, Leonard Brigham 

from Fitzwilliam, N.H., in the "Ti" 

army; Corporal, 1775, and Edward 
Brigham. Sgt. Marquis E. Marrs 

was a Civil War Veteran who mus-

tered out 7/21/1863. Marquis 
Marrs apparently may have used 

his middle name Emerson. He  

As we noted in our most recent 

town report, our committee's re-
alization that our original fund-

raising goal, and associated plans 

for a sustainable standalone Civil 
War historic site at Bombardier 

Park, appears unlikely, but we 

hold out hope. 

We have explored other forward-
thinking possibilities, including a 

renewal of the General Stannard 

House as a part of the Communi-
ty & Recreation Center that was 

recently being proposed in town. 

A comprehensive feasibility 
study was presented last year, 

and there are no current plans for 

that Center to move forward. 
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We sincerely appreciate your support, and we continue to accept donations 

at www.generalstannardhouse.org/support or at the phone and email below. We also offer fundraiser 
merchandise at www.generalstannardhouse.org/merchandise and at the Museum. We encourage your 

thoughts, suggestions and participation in this community project. Reach out anytime. 

Bill Kaigle & Kate Cadreact, Co-Chairs, General Stannard House Committee 

generalstannardhouse@gmail.com / 802-734-0758 / www.generalstannardhouse.org 

Milton High School students volunteer at the General Stannard Park on Route 7 in Milton on 911 Day of 

Remembrance community service September 2024. 

Grand Army of the Republic highway marker dedication on Route 15 in Cambridge, 

VT, May 2025. 
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History is about community. People build the community, not only in structures, services, and events, but 

with personality, enthusiasm, dedication, and support for one another. We remember these gentlemen who 
will always be the fabric that holds a community together and builds its future. 

Having a quick wit and caring personality were shared traits held by Don Turner Jr., John Cushing, Jim 

Manley Jr., and Paul Mears. All four drew strength from their faith tradition, a love for family, a strong 

work ethic, with old fashioned common sense. All four men gave so much of their time and talent to the 
betterment of Milton, which would be too numerous to list here. We in the Milton Historical Society join 

with all the people of Milton being forever grateful to Don, John, Jim, and Paul. The pride and love of Mil-

ton they showed has forever changed the community, making it a much better place to live.  

We Remember 

John Cushing Don Turner, Jr 

Paul Mears Jim Manley, Jr 

February 14, 1947 - December 7, 2024 July 19, 1964 - November 30, 2024 

July 14, 1927  -  December 26, 2024  March 2, 1938 - January 25, 2025 



Thank you for your support Our Sponsors 


